Dear incoming Juniors,

Here's what we wish we knew at the beginning of the year.  No matter how tough it seems, you will make it and it is worth it.  You will have fun.

Get Started Early
· Get a review book(s) early and review often.  Most of us recommend getting at least the Flag Book.  Princeton Review, 5 steps to a 5, and Crash Course were also class favorites.

· Do the terms early and don't wait until the last minute.  If we had been wiser we would have done as many as we could over the summer.

· Review throughout the year, it's SO much easier that way.

· Get a solid study group early.

Take Notes 
· Print out Coursenotes outlines and take notes on them while you read.  It helped me stay focused and I really knew the information well.

· Remember the test is on anything so listen to Ms. Mayberry and take notes on her lectures.

· Take notes while you read and in class.

· Ms. Mayberry has a study kit online.  Print it out and you can take notes in it.

 Read
· The chapters that I read in the textbook I still knew really well by the time of the AP test. So actually read.

· Read the assigned chapters BEFORE the unit starts.  That way the lectures are more beneficial. 

· Keep up with the reading all year and don't fall behind.

· If you really read throughout the year, reviewing is less stressful.  You aren't having to learn anything new, just reviewing. 

· Read your review book AND the chapters in the text.  You will be amazed at what you retain and the connections it will help you make.

· Read the assigned articles and participate.  You get points and more out of the discussion.

· Read a review book the week before and the week of the unit and you will be amazed what you remember.

· Just because there is no busy work doesn’t mean there isn’t homework.  Homework is always to read.  We did best when we set a regular reading schedule for ourselves.

Don't get discouraged
· The terms and occasional assignment will keep you afloat.  Make sure you do them.  The class is based on points and categories aren't weighted so this will help.

· Don't get discouraged if the essays and test grades aren't what you hoped for.  Her system works and you will get it.  She will offer enough points for you to get the grade you want if you stick with it and work hard.

· The Gilded Age unit terms are long, don't give up and blow off reading that unit.  You will need it later.

· When you get your first couple of essays back, listen to how to improve them.  Once you get the hang of it, it isn't too bad.

· Ms. Mayberry is genuinely interested in helping you.  Talk to her when you are struggling and she will help you.  Ask questions.

Misc
· Start off strong and give it your full effort.  The class is worth taking and this will make it easier.

· Spend more time on the key terms and homework.  We needed that information later.

· PAY ATTENTION.  Somehow Ms. Mayberry hit on the exact essay questions and some of the political cartoons in class.

· Take the time to go over the questions you get wrong on the unit tests.

· GO TO ALL REVIEW SESSIONS and SPEAKERS

· Take the practice tests before the AP exam.

· Don't miss class.

· Check out the podcasts, especially if you already read the chapters.  

· When she tells you to learn the presidents, do it and then REMEMBER them.  It is actually helpful.

· Pay attention on the field trip, I used some of that stuff on the test.

· Do the extra credit

· Know who Rachel Carson is (Silent Spring).  It was on SATII, unit tests, and the AP test.  She's an environmentalist warning against pesticides.

· Sign up for the SAT II US subject test.  Compared to the AP class tests, trimesters, etc it is easy.  It has some questions of similar difficulty to the AP test but for the most part it is easier.  Overall it is easier than AP.

· We learned the most about writing from this class.  We learned the most about studying and effort in this class. We got through it and so will you.  In the end you will be grateful for this class.  You will truly be prepared for college.

