Ms. Mayberry’s APUSH SYLLABUS 2015-2016
Textbook:  The American Pageant, A History of the Republic, 13th Edition. Kennedy, Cohen, & Bailey. 
 

Introduction & Purpose for the Course 
The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and material in US history. It is a challenging course meant to prepare students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands up them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Therefore, this class will be difficult and require much more from you than a typical high school course. This is a college course. 
Because of the comprehensive nature of the AP Exam, there will be a great deal of reading and writing and work will be required during breaks.  Students should learn to assess historical materials - their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance - and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study are necessary to succeed.  Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents, and historiography. The course is designed to train you in developing the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format." See the College Board’s Course Description for further details.

 
There are two equally important goals for the year.  

1. To prepare you for the Advanced Placement Exam in United States History offered in May. Many colleges and universities offer students credit or advanced placement based on qualifying scores on the AP Exam, but each school sets its own policies. You should investigate the requirements for college credit at the schools you are applying for.  I will do everything I can to prepare you for both the AP Exam and continued college coursework in future.

2. To master the material provided in the course and to master the skills taught to achieve a grade which reflects the quality of work you have done effort you have put into the year.
Reading/Writing

You will be reading several primary source documents with each unit and learning how to interpret and evaluate them. The course provides you with frequent practice in writing analytical and interpretive essays such as document-based questions (DBQ) and thematic essays.  You must read.  I am here to take questions on what you did not understand, not what you did not read!  Lectures will occur behind the reading, meaning the reading should already have been completed.  Since there is no way to lecture on everything you will need to know reading the assigned material is essential.  Additionally, you should read and watch everything you can get your hands on to best prepare yourself for the AP test.  You never know what they will ask.  

Essays will always be written in blue or black ink, never pencil or rainbow colors.
Attendance
Attendance in this class is essential. Since this class requires attendance, the APUSH course was specifically scheduled before lunch to alleviate absences for athletics. Much of the material for success is provided through lecture, discussion, and class activity. This is not a correspondence course. Missing class can create serious problems for your success, and continued absences may require transfer to the regular high school course and/or summer school.  Likewise, tardiness will also affect your grade and will not be tolerated.  We will host a speaker series for AP.  Students are expected to attend at least 2 of the speakers.  Students are also expected to attend at least 2 review sessions to be held prior to the AP exam.
 
Course Objectives 
Students will:
· master a broad body of historical knowledge; 

· demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology; 

· use historical data to support an argument or position; 

· differentiate between historiographical schools of thought; 

· interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, etc.; 

· use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast; 

· write analytical, interpretive, and thematic essays; 

· and prepare for and successfully pass the Advanced Placement Exam 

Grading
The grading scale is as follows: A=90%; B=80%; C=70%; D=60%. This scale applies to tests, quizzes, and assignments. (Also remember the additional benefit of the weighted AP grade; see below under Advanced placement exam an weighted grades.) As per school policy there is absolutely NO bumping/rounding so do not ask.  A 89.9999999 is a B.
Attendance/Due Dates/Late Work
Attendance in this class is essential. Much of the material for success is provided through lecture, discussion, and class activity. This is not a correspondence course. Missing class can create serious problems for your success, and continued absences will require transfer to the regular high school course.  
Attendance will affect your participation grade.  Students who miss class on a day in which there is an exam will need to make up that exam on one of the schedule make up days.  There will be 2 make up days a quarter.  No other time will be allotted for make up exams and therefore every effort to be present in class should be made.  If you miss a class activity or discussion, you cannot make it up.  Missing due to school activities on such days may allow you to coordinate taking the exam before the scheduled exam date.  Please see me and we will coordinate whenever possible.

Students are expected to arrive on time and prepared for class daily.  Those that do not will see their grade negatively impacted.  

Additionally, no late work will be accepted.  Again, this is a college course.  Your college professors will not accept late work so get used to it now.  Work or activities with due dates published in advance are due that day, at the beginning of class, no exceptions (for example unit terms).  If you cannot make it to school, you need to coordinate delivery of your work.  This is a great time to solicit the help of your parents, grandparent, siblings, etc. who are eager to aid you in your success.  My printer, internet, etc. weren’t working is also not viable excuse.  There are a number of resources available such as the CDM computer lab, library, friends, neighbors, kinkos, etc.  Advance planning on your part will also alleviate many of the problems.
 
Advanced placement exam & weighted grades
Your GPA is weighted for an AP course.  For example, when calculating your GPA a “B” in AP is worth 4 points versus 3, etc.  

The AP Exam is given in May. Registration for the exam takes place in February/March.  Students enrolled in the AP class, will take the AP exam.  Attaining success on the exam is a goal and one that we will work for together throughout the year.  This is not a sprint, but a marathon.  Therefore, students may or may not “get it” at the beginning of the year.  Do not give up.  Perseverance is one of the many lessons this class will teach.  There will be a practice AP exam at the end of the semester and prior to the actual test which may result in your semester grades being raised. 
  This is to serve to reinforce the idea that the standards for the course are not immediately and easily achieved by all.  Those who continue to work hard throughout the year will be rewarded in class when they find success on the exam itself.  
Withdrawal after the school year begins
All APUSH parents and students signed a contract stating they understand they may not withdraw from the course.  Parents and students should understand that—as college-level courses—AP classes do not adhere to the curriculum or pacing of regular high school courses. Allowing students to transfer out of an AP class into a regular high school class presents difficulties for the student, instructors, and the school as a whole (in maintaining adequate and balanced class sizes, for example). Parents wishing to withdraw their child from an AP class must conference with the AP teacher. Parents and students should understand that there is no guarantee on space availability in lower level classes and that their request may not be honored.  
 
Academic Honesty
Cheating undermines the integrity of this course and the efforts of the instructor to teach the necessary skills and content.  Students who cheat waste their energy, efforts and focus on trying to circumvent the learning process and as such will never be as competent and prepared as those who legitimately adhere to the requirements and expectations.  If it feels wrong and requires you to be sneaky, then it is wrong.  Being that honesty and integrity are two of the ethical principles that both I and CDM hold in high esteem, academic dishonesty of any sort is unacceptable. This includes, but is not limited to, the following:

· copying homework assignments from another student, internet sources, facebook, books, etc.
· plagiarism (using work from another site or source without providing documentation)

· bringing in notes for a test or in-class essay

· taking pictures of practice tests or exams

· gaining information from someone else about the exam

· Secret or closed facebook groups or other social media sites where students are exchanging information or material they wish to hide from administration and/or the instructor about the class. 

· Sharing exam questions or essay prompts with other students after you have taken the assessment but others have not.

· Anything that alters the test/exam taking environment or gives an unfair advantage to a student.

· Providing answers of any kind on work that was intended to be completed independently. 

· Trying to pass off older terms for the current ones, altering the numbers so as to make it appear they are all there but they are not, using someone else’s terms, etc.   

Incidents of academic dishonesty will affect your grade in this course, be placed in your high school file and affect those seeking college recommendations from me or any other CDM staff in the future.  You will be dropped from the APUSH class for cheating and moved to a College Prep class.  If there is no room in a College Prep class, you may need to make up the credits over the summer as US History is a required course for graduation.
Materials

Students must always bring paper, pen, pencil and a highlighter to class.  Any reading assigned should also be brought so that we can discuss it.  I HIGHLY recommend that you have a separate binder for this class where you house all your work.  Every student who has taken this course in the past has wished they were more organized come exam time.  While I cannot stress the importance of being organized enough, being a college course this is your responsibility to come up with a system that works for you.
� This is not automatic.  The grade on the test AS WELL AS attitude, participation, effort and attendance ARE factors.  





