Bailey, Chapter 7:  The Road to Revolution, 1763-1775


I.  The Background to Revolution
a)  The American Revolution v. the War of Independence

1. Insurrection of thought v. insurrection of deed

2. Little revolutions:

· emigration from Old World to create a New World

· physical and emotional separation from the Old World

· effect of distance:  gov't in London is distant, therefore weak

· distance from ancestral roots:  leads

b)  The Mercantile System

1. 16th - 18th c. political/economic philosophy = mercantilism

· wealth = power; wealth measured in gold and silver

2. Role of the American colonies in GB's mercantile system

· provide raw materials, esp. for shipbuilding

· purchase finished goods

· grow products that would otherwise have to be purchased from other nations:  e.g., tobacco, sugar, rice…

3. Navigation Acts

· Laws restricting colonial trade and manufacturing…begin in the 1650s

· all commerce to and from the colonies must be in English vessels.

· European goods destined to Am. must stop in English ports first

· certain "enumerated" goods can only be sent to the colonies from England…not directly to European markets.

· certain goods (e.g., woolen cloth and beaver hats) forbidden from manufacture in the colonies.

4. Benefits of mercantilism

· Salutary Neglect

· laws were only loosely enforced

· smuggling abounds -- John Hancock = "King of Smugglers"

· price supports for makers of naval goods

· ready markets for specific products

· Va. tobacco has a monopoly on the British market

· Tobacco growing in England and Ireland prohibited

· protection by British navy without much taxation

· Trickle Down Prosperity

· avg. American was better off than the avg. Englishman

5. The downside of mercantilism

· England begins enforcing the policies more vigorously after 1763

· Stifles economic initiative

· Americans not at liberty to buy, sell, ship, or manufacture under the conditions found most profitable

· perpetual indebtedness to mother country

· Virginia - forced to sell in England therefore at the mercy of English buyers, who drive price down

· perpetual debt cycle:  planters mortgage future crops to pay for English goods.

· resentment at being used for the benefit of the empire

c) Currency crises

1. Colonies buy more than they sell to England

· balance sheet is no longer an even swap; difference must be paid in currency

2. drains hard currency from the colonies

· leaves colonists without enough cash to make everyday transactions

3. Solutions:  barter system and calls for paper money

· paper money schemes restrained by Parliamentary law:  Brit merchants don't want to be paid in devalued paper money

d) Royal power

1. The Privy Council

· the King's advisors…can veto legislative acts that conflict with British regulations or policy goals.

· Royal veto used sparingly (469 times in connection with 8,563 laws), but is a symbol of British  authority

II. The Coming of the American Revolution
a)  The Stamp Tax

1. The Empire After the Seven Years War

· increase in size, and in debt

2. George Grenville's reorganization plans

· enforcement of Navigation Acts

· 1764 Sugar Act

· first law for raising tax revenue in the colonies for the crown

· 1765 Quartering Act

· 1765 Stamp Act

· revenue seeking tax to support military garrisons in the colonies

· use of special stamps or stamped paper to indicate payment of tax on numerous items:  E.G.:

3. Colonial Reaction to the Act

· an attack on pocketbooks and liberties

· use of vice-admiralty courts

· colonists question need for British troops

· the representation issue

· colonists concede the right of Parliament to legislate matters of importance to the Empire (including regulation of trade), but denied the right of Parliament to directly tax Americans---only the locally elected legislatures could do that.

· actual representation v. virtual representation

4. Protesting the Stamp Act

· Political:  Stamp Act Congress, 1765

· NYC

· 27 delegates from 9 colonies

· issues a Declaration of Colonial Rights and Grievances

· first movement toward intercolonial unity

· Economic:  Non-Importation agreements

· effective boycott of British goods

· America purchases 1/4 of all English goods

· petitions signed swearing to uphold the boycott

· enforced by Sons of Liberty

· women's role:  spinning bees and homespun clothing

· Radical

· Sons of Liberty 

· Samuel Adams, Boston

· mobs and tactics v. stamp agents

5. Demise of the Stamp Act

· Colonial pressure

· no stamp agents left to collect the taxes

· Economic pressure by British merchants hurt by non-importation

· Repeal -1766

· Declaratory Act passed:  ISSUE NOT RESOLVED

· grateful colonists praise GIII

b)  The Townshend Acts - 1767

1. Proposed indirect tax (duty) on glass, white lead, paper, paint, and tea

2. Reasons for opposition

· tea tax

· 1 million tea drinkers in the colonies

· fear of loss of check on royal power

· duties are to be used to pay salaries of governors and judges

· fears confirmed by suspension of NY legislature in 1767 (for failing to comply with the Grenville's Quartering Act)

3. Resistance

· non-importation (but not as effectively organized as in 1765)

· smuggled tea

· results in the dispatch of troops to Boston in 1768

· The Boston Massacre, 1770

· Conflict between redcoats and colonists

· 60 townspeople accost 10 soldiers -- 11 colonists killed and wounded

· Crispus Attucks

· John Adams defense attorney for soldiers

4. Repeal of the Townshend Acts

· Proceeds from the tax = £295; cost of administering the colonies = £170,000

· repealed by Lord North, but tax on tea remains as symbol

III. Uniting the Colonies Against England
a)  Samuel Adams 

1. "Penman of the Revolution"

· leader of the Sons of Liberty;  called "my trained mob."

· pamphleteer defending colonial rights

2. establishes the Boston Committees of Correspondence, 1772

· chief function:  to spread propaganda and information by interchanging letters 

· spreads throughout Massachusetts -- 80 towns

· Called "the foulest, subtlest, and most venomous serpent ever issued from the egg of sedition."

b) Intercolonial Committees of Correspondence

1. Virginia:  makes a CoC a standing committee in the House of Burgesses, 1773

2. Other colonies follow suit:

· Encourages a unified response and plants the seeds for the first intercolonial congress

c) 
The Tea Act and the Intolerable Acts

1. Push the colonies over the edge toward rebellion

· Tea Act, 1773

· British East India Tea Co.

· monopoly over tea trade to colonies

· "Tea parties"

· occur throughout the colonies

· Boston, December 1773

· Intolerable Acts (aka Repressive or Coercive Acts)

· Boston Port Act, Massachusetts Gov't Act

· Quebec Act -- arouses colonial suspicion

· a good act in bad company

· a precedent against elected assemblies

· impedes colonial expansion

· anti-Catholicism ("a gain for Popery")

2. Unite the colonies in a common cause

· Colonies rally to support Massachusetts

· First Continental Congress convened

IV. The Beginning of the War of American Independence
a)  First Continental Congress

1. Philadelphia, Sept-October 1774

· 55 delegates from 12 colonies (all except GA) meet to discuss ways of redressing colonial grievances

· defeat of the Galloway Plan (plan for home rule put forward by Pa. delegate Joseph Galloway) by John Adams

· issuance of the Declaration of Rights and Grievances

· formation of the Association

· complete boycott to go in effect Dec. 1, 1774 if grievances not met.

· enforced by Sons of Liberty

· Agree to meet again in May 1775

b) The Battle of Lexington and Concord, April 1775 -- "the shot heard round the world"

1. Thomas Gage dispatches soldiers to Lexington and Concord to seize weapons stored there and to try to arrest Sam Adams and John Hancock

2. Engage minutemen at Lexington and Concord

· 8 Americans killed at Lexington

· 300 British casualties (70 killed) in retreat from Concord.

V. Britain v. the Colonies
a) British strengths

1. Superior force

· Professional army of 50,000 men + about 30,000 hired Hessians

· 50,000 American loyalists

· Native Indian allies

2. Strong naval force

b) British Weaknesses

1. Many soldiers lack the desire to fight a civil war…

2. Opposition of Whig party in the Parliament

· Edmund Burke

3. Army full of second-rate generals and brutalized soldiers

4. Need to fight a war of conquest on a huge geographical territory

5. Distance from home base (3,000 miles from supplies and command)

c) American strengths

1. Gifted leaders

· Washington;  Franklin; Marquis de Lafayette

2. French aid

3. Militia = excellent shots and know the land

4. Belief in their cause; fighting for their homeland

d) American weaknesses

1. lack of political and military organization

· no real gov't

· intercolonial jealousy

· Economic problems -- Congress unwilling (and unable) to raise taxes, therefore print Continentals:  INFLATION 
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