 “The American Pageant” – Chapter 8:  “American Secedes from the Empire 1775-1783”


Congress Drafts George Washington
· The Second Continental Congress

a) Attitude of delegates

b) Selection of George Washington as Commander in Chief

· Pros & Cons of GW

· Political reasons for selection

Bunker Hill and Hessian Hirelings

· A “curious war of inconsistency” 

a) Ticonderoga

b) Bunker Hill

c) Olive Branch Petition (July 1775)

· British reaction to the OBP

d) British hiring of Hessian soldiers

- American reaction to “Hessians”

The Abortive Conquest of Canada

· Congress authorizes an invasion of Canada

a) Rationale for invasion.

b) British response:  the inconsistency of invasion with American claims of defense

c) Strategy & outcomes

· Other colonial fighting

a) Norfolk, Virginia;  Boston, Mass;  Moore’s Creek Bridge, N.C.;  Charleston, S.C.

Thomas Paine Preaches Common Sense

· Reasons for not declaring independence

· The impact of Common Sense
a) # of  copies sold

b) Paine’s arguments

Paine & the Idea of “Republicanism”
· The concept of a democratic republic
· Historical precedents for republicanism

· The colonial experience: a dress rehearsal for republican government.

· The importance of  “civic virtue” to republicanism

· Conservative republicanism

a) natural aristocracy replaces hereditary aristocracy

b) fear of “lower orders” of society

Jefferson’s “Explanation of Independence”

· Richard Henry Lee and resolution for independence

· Thomas Jefferson appointed to draft the document

· Philosophical arguments of the Declaration of Independence

· “The Shout Heard ‘Round the World” – The Declaration’s Impact in the colonies and beyond.


Patriots and Loyalists

· “A war within a war”:  Whigs v. Tories

· The role of militia units in the war for “hearts and minds”

· Characteristics of loyalists

a) the virtue of loyalty

b) social status

c) loyalists strongholds

· Characteristics of patriots

a) rebel strongholds

The Loyalist Exodus

· Post-Declaration of Independence fate of Loyalists

General Washington at Bay

· The British in New York

a) comparison of British forces with Continental forces under Washington

b) Battle of Long Island & the escape to New Jersey

c) General Howe as commander

· Victories at Trenton and Princeton

Burgoyne’s Blundering Invasion

· The British plan of invasion – Burgoyne, Howe, and St. Leger in 1776

· Benedict Arnold saves the day on Lake Champlain

· Howe’s Philadelphia campaign

a) defeats GW at Brandywine and Germantown

b) Howe winters in Philadelphia

c) GW winters at Valley Forge

· Burgoyne’s march from Montreal

a) conditions

b) defeat of Burgoyne at Saratoga, October 17, 1777

· Significance of the Saratoga surrender

Strange French Bedfellows

· Reasons for French support of the American colonies

· Secret French aid

· English response to the defeat at Saratoga – home rule

· Franco-American alliance in 1778

a) benefits of French aid outweigh fears of monarchy and Roman Catholicism

The Colonial War Becomes a World War

· European powers side with the Colonists

· The “Armed Neutrality” – passive hostility

· The impact of French aid

a) on American forces

b) on British war strategy

Blow and Counterblow

· Rochambeau in Rhode Island

· The loss of Benedict Arnold

· British victories in the South

· Charles Cornwallis v. Nathaniel Greene in the Carolinas

The Land Frontier and the Sea Frontier

· Indian alliances and conflicts

a) American allies:  Oneidas and Tuscaroras

b) British allies:  Senecas, Mowhawks, other members of the Iroquois Confederacy

c) Chief Joseph Brant

d) Treaty of Ft. Stanwix 1784

· Frontier fighting

a)  George Rogers Clark in Illinois (1778-1779)

· Naval engagements

a) role of the navy

b) privateers

Yorktown and the Final Curtain

· Joint Franco-American victory v. Cornwallis at Yorktown, Va.

a) Admiral de Grasse,  Washington, and Rochambeau

b) Extent of the French contribution

Peace at Paris

· Conflicting goals of America, Spain, and France

· American ministers at Paris:  Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, John Jay

· Treaty of Paris 1783

a) American gains

b) American concessions to Britain

A New Nation Legitimized

· Britain’s generous terms of peace an attempt to wean America from the French alliance

· America emerges from the world war as sole victor…





Social History


Cary, Chapter 7: “Building an Army”





Interpretation:





“The American Revolution:  Britain’s Vietnam”





OR





“The Vietnamization of the American Revolution”  by Don Higginbotham





Social History:


“The Social War” – Cary, Chapter 8
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