DOCUMENT BASED QUESTIONAND FREE RESPONSE STANDARDS

8 -  9   SCORED ESSAYS: 

1. Strong thesis, clearly developed;  well organized and well written and focused on the question….

2. Addresses entire question and demonstrates understanding of the complexity of the topic.

3. Sophisticated use of substantial number of documents.

4. Substantial outside information.

5. Offers effective analysis or critical thinking not narrative.

6. May have insignificant errors.

6 - 7   SCORED ESSAYS:  

1. Consistent, well developed thesis, organized and written.

2. Supports the thesis with limited factual information.

3. Exhibits limited understanding of complexity and may deal with only one area in some depth or with both in a general way.

4. Essay tends to narrative not analytical

5. Effective use of several documents and significant use  outside information.

6. May have minor errors that do not detract from the overall argument.

4 - 5   SCORED ESSAYS:  

1. Partially developed thesis, which may restate question, acceptable organization and writing.

2. May discuss only one aspect of the question or simplistic understanding.

3. Paraphrases and/or uses some documents.

4. Sketchy and scattered outside information.

5. Contains little or no analysis.

6. May contain major errors…

2 -  3   SCORED ESSAYS:   

1. Limited, confused, and/or poorly developed thesis;  weak organization and writing.

2. Describes differences or similarities in a general or simplistic manner; may cover only part of the topic.  Limited understanding of the question.

3. Uses documents ineffectively, may only briefly cite or quote documents.  cites or quotes documents in a "laundry list" (DBQ), interprets documents or outside information incorrectly (DBQ & FR), simply mentions facts without interpretation (FR).

4. Contains little outside information or contains information that is irrelevant or inaccurate.

5. May contain major factual errors.

0 - 1   SCORED ESSAYS:   Scored as a F essay…..

1. Has no thesis or a thesis that does not address the topic

2. Irrelevant response to the question.

3. Poor, confused or no use of documents.

4. Inappropriate or no outside information.

5. Major factual errors and shows little or no understanding of the question.

OTHER COMMENTS:

A. Not in chronological order.

B. Answer not fully developed, better organization is needed.

C. Don't quote from documents.

D. Too wordy or too long.

E. Sentence structure makes essay hard to understand.

F. Spelling, punctuation and capitalization errors.

G. Essay needs to written in past tense.

H. Essay doesn't flow which indicates lack of organization or understanding the question.

I. Contradictions throughout the essay.

J. You are repeating yourself.

K. Important information is left out or some of the information presented is inaccurate.

L. Essay is too short and needs more development. 

CORRECTING SYMBOLS:



=
New paragraph needed



=
Indicates use of document

underlined      =  Indicates important information       



makes your essay good

VT
=   Verb tense is not right

GRADING:  The following are the grade equivalents for these scores.  To "pass" the AP test, you must write essays that score a 5 or higher.  Always aim for the highest score possible.
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